BY  ORDER OF THE  SHAH

fifty, he fled from Mecca to Medina in 622, which became
the first year of the Hejira. Marrying a rich and in-
fluential widow, his teaching gradually gripped the mind
of Asia. Amid fierce battles and campaigns Islam took a
firm grip upon the eastern world.

With the passage of time, ten years after Muhammad's
flight the Saracens under Khalid invaded Persia; were
repulsed; but returned and won a battle upon the plains
of Cadesia, after which they sternly suppressed the cult of

fire-worship.

In due time the Seljuk Turks gave new life to the failing
force of Islam, and overran Persia. They reached their
zenith under Malik Shah at the end of the eleventh century,
fading into sudden obscurity with the rise of strong shepherd
kings from further east. But the Assassins first had to
paint their exotic picture.
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